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About Sanad

Arabic Program Sanad
Foundation

The Sanad Foundation is a non-profit
organization that aims to build a strong and
creative connection between the Australian
Muslim Community and its Islamic Scholarly
heritage.

Our mission is to: 

Serve the spiritual and intellectual needs
of the Australian Muslim community and
create the conditions required to
contribute meaningfully and positively to
its cultural, religious, social, and political
contexts.

Establish a sustainable fund for the
purpose of funding the education of
future Islamic Scholars.

Further information: www.sanad.org.au



Study in the Islamic Sciences

After memorising the Quran and learning Arabic in his mid-teens in
Morocco, Mohamed studied locally with teachers in Melbourne covering
beginners and intermediate texts in the different Islamic Sciences in
Arabic. Simultaneously, he finished his first two undergraduate degrees.
Mohamed then returned to Morocco for a two-year period to study the
Islamic sciences further before returning to Melbourne to complete his
masters. Mohamed then embarked on a focused five year study of the
Islamic Sciences in Morocco in which he studied a classical madrasah
curriculum consisting of instruction in the commentaries and super-
commentaries of intermediate to advanced texts, as well as studying
and completing an undergraduate degree in Islamic studies. Mohamed
is currently undergoing further study and training in the Islamic
Sciences.

Some texts studied while abroad include:
Arabic Sciences:
Alfiyya of Ibn Malik, Ajrumiyya, Lamiyya, Jawahir Ul-Maknuun

Logic:
Sullam with various commentaries and super commentaries

Uluum Ul-Hadith:
Bayquniyya, Nukhbah, Alfiyya of Iraqi, Commentary of Bulugh Al-
Muraam, Sections of Sunan of Tirmidhi and Muwatta, Transmission of
Abu Dawud and Muwatta 

MOHAMED ACHARKI
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Concurrent Degree in Education and Sociology 

Degree in Politics and Philosophy 

Masters in International Relations (Monash University, Australia)
Degree in Islamic Studies (Abu Suud University, Tetouan, Morocco)

Study in the Islamic Sciences 

Fiqh, Usuul and Maxims:
Akhdari, Ashmawiyyah, Ibn Ashir, Risaalah, Parts of Tuhfa, Parts of
Khalil, Miftah Al-Wusuul, Taqreeb, Jam' Ul-Jawaami', Misbah Ul-Faqeeh،           
Al-Qawaid Al-Fiqhiyyah

Theology:
Aqeeda of Risaalah, Al-Khareeda, Umm Al-Baraheen, Jawhara At-
Tawheed, parts of Nasafiyya and Iqtisaad

Uluum Ul-Quraan:
Selections from Tafseer of Jalalayn, Tafseer of Nasafiy and Tafseer of
Ibn 'Aashuur, modern works on Uluum Ul-Quraan

Mohamed has completed:

     (University of Melbourne, Australia)

     (University of Melbourne /Latrobe University, Australia) 

MOHAMED ACHARKI
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Comprehension of Arabic is both essential to a more rigorous
understanding of the texts of the Islamic tradition, as well as beneficial
to improving everyday religious practice such as comprehension of the
basic meanings of the Quraan and Hadith. Its study and comprehension
is vital to the religious development of individual Muslims.

Moreover, in light of the reality that the languages native to different
ethnic groups amongst subsequent generations in Melbourne are
increasingly becoming weakened, it is hoped that through contributing
to increased Arabic literacy Arabic can grow to become - if not a
second language - a dominant language in the local Muslim Community.

Most existing Arabic courses fail to strike a healthy balance between
helping Muslims to, on the one hand, maximize their limited time in
quickly achieving comprehension in their short- term study of the
language and, on the other, prepare them to achieve a deeper scientific
understanding of the Arabic language in the long-term: they either
subject students from the outset to a tedious and dry study of the
minutiae of the language (that can have the effect of deterring them
from further study indefinitely) or introduce them to the language in an
overly unsystematic manner that does not lay the foundations for a
more rigorous study of the language later on.
 

RATIONALE

www.sanad.org.au
contact@sanad.org.au

Arabic Program Sanad
Foundation

General Course
Information 



It is my belief that local students need to be moved through two phases
in their study of the Arabic language. Firstly, an initial            ‘Non-
Scholarly Study’ Stage in which the aim of instruction is to help the
student to progress as quickly as possible towards basic and
independent comprehension whilst also gaining important linguistic
foundations (in areas such as grammar and morphology). Secondly,
alater ‘Scholarly Study’ Stage in which a scientific study of the
language is pursued.

The main aim of the course is to take students through that which I have
termed above, a ‘Non-Scholarly Study’ of the Arabic language. That is,
to assist and empower those who can already read Arabic but who have
no or little understanding to be able to independently decode and
comprehend basic texts. Emphasis in this phase is placed on teaching
only those formal concepts (grammatical, morphological etc) that are
essential to facilitating rapid progression towards basic comprehension
of the Arabic language and on modelling and facilitating comprehension
through consistent guided reading of basic texts.

RATIONALE (CONT'D)

AIM
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Each week students will study grammatical concepts essential to
comprehending Arabic texts and beexposed to sufficient examples of
these concepts through exposure to them in texts of increasing
complexity.

After sufficient knowledge and practice of core grammatical concepts
has been acquired (hopefully by the start of Term 2) students will
engage in guided reading sessions weekly in order to further
consolidate the grammar taught, as well as build comprehension.  

Later in the course (Term 3 and 4) key morphological concepts will be
taught in order to help students identify vocabulary (and generate their
own) and use dictionaries and other resources to develop the skills
they need to independently decipher texts. 

It is hoped that buy the end of the course students will be able to
independently decipher basic texts.

CONTENT
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In general, this course is designed taking into consideration the time
commitments individuals’ may have beyond the class such as work or
study commitments.

Direct contact hours consist of a weekly 1-hour lesson during which
there will be a session consisting of 50-55 minutes and some time at
the end for questions. This will be the general format followed in   Term
1 and 2 of the course though a more flexible format may be adopted for
Terms 3 and 4.

In regards to the time commitment required of students outside of
class, there is no minimum or maximum time commitment required
beyond the time needed for revising material covered in class and
maintaining it, as well as glancing over any sentences or texts students
are encouraged by the teacher to inspect during the week. This should
not take long as material in class will be structured so that it overlaps
with concepts covered in previous weeks.

Any additional time spent is optional and, especially later in the course,
additional time invested independently by students into gaining new
vocabulary, reading additional texts and so forth will greatly assist their
progress and ability to realize the goals of this course.
 

TIME COMMITMENT
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1)  Understanding Arabic Grammar

Brief introduction to Arabic Grammar and Inflection (I’raab): the
central concept in Arabic grammar

a) The Arabic language, Arabic sciences and Arabic grammar

b)  Concept of inflection: changes to the end of words as a result of a
change in their grammatical position or the role that a word plays in its
sentence (that is, from a word being a subject in a sentence to being an
object to being adverb and so forth). Words that are not located in a
sentence are held to have no inflection as they have no grammatical
position in a sentence (which is a necessary condition for the
occurrence of inflection). However, in Arabic grammar, once the word is
part of a sentence this modification is said to occur as a result of an
agent (‘aamil, that is, a cause) that effects a change in the modified
word (ma’muul, that is, the effect).
 

COMPONENT ONE: INTRODUCTION; 
BUILDING FOUNDATIONS (TERM 1) 
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c) The four different types of inflection (changes to the end of words)
and their associated markings(Harakah):

(i) nominative case (called in Arabic marfuu’) such as when a word is a 
subject in asentence: add a Damma marking to the end
(ii) accusative case (mansuub): add a Fatha marking to the end
(iii) genitive case (Jarr): add a Kasra marking to the end
(iv) silent case (Jazm): add a Sukuun to the end

d) Quick rundown of different forms of inflection (to be teased out and
re-visited throughout the course):

(i) explicit [dhaahir]: that is, the inflection shows at the end of the word;
(ii) assumed [muqaddar], that is the inflection doesn’t explicitly appear
at  the end of the word (due to some contingent reason) though it is
assumed to be there; and
(iii) replacement [naa'ib]
(iv) place value [mahalliy]
(v)  elided [mahdhuuf]
 
 

COMPONENT ONE: INTRODUCTION; 
BUILDING FOUNDATIONS (TERM 1) 
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2)  Some Basic Morphology to Start to Develop Capacity for
Identifying and Generating Vocabulary

Verb Conjugation (Past, Present and Imperative and brief introduction to
Passive and Active forms of verbs and so forth)

Personal Pronouns

Forming dual and plural nouns masculine and feminine nouns

 
 

COMPONENT ONE: INTRODUCTION; 
BUILDING FOUNDATIONS (TERM 1) 
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In general, each week a key grammatical concept will be covered, as
well as a key morphological concept (to expand student capacity to
generate vocabulary) and lots of practice in the form of reading and
comprehending texts (short and simple sentences to begin with, then
more complex sentences and then short stories). As we progress in this
component more and more guided reading of texts of increasing
difficulty will be conducted.

Core grammatical concepts:
1)          3 types of words in Arabic: nouns, verbs and particles
2)          2 types of sentences in Arabic and their basic components: 
             nominal and verbal
3)          Jaar and majruur/prepositions
4)          Dharf zamaan and makaan/prepositions of place and time
5)          Idaafah (attribution) or genitive construction
6)          Nawaasikh 1 (Modifiers of Nominal Sentences): Kaana wa 
             Akhawaatuhaa/ Kaana and its equivalents
7)          Nawaasikh 2: inna wa akhawaatuhaa/ Inna and its equivalents
8)          Mafaa’eel (eg. maf’uul mutlaq): different types of objects 
9)          Tawaabi’/adjectives and so forth

 
 

COMPONENT TWO: ESSENTIALS; 
GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY (TERM 1 & 2) 
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Core grammatical concepts (Cont'd):
10)    Accusative of condition (Haal)
11)     Accusative of specification (Tamyeez)
12)    Conditional sentence Structures (Jumla Shartiyya)
13)    Particle of exception (Al-istithnaa”)
14)    The five nouns (Asmaa” Al-khamsa)
15)    Replacement of Doer/Agent in a Verbal Sentence (Naa”ib Al-
Faa’il): 
         Passive Tense

The vocabulary component for this module is to be determined
(provided during course)

Further Grammatical Concepts (delivery of these will be decided based
on an evaluation of student progress)
1)            Nawaasikh 3: Kaada wa Akhawaatuhaa
2)            Nawaasikh 4: Laa An-Naafiya lil-Jins/ The particle ‘Laa’ of   
               categorical negation
3)            Maa Ya’mal ‘Amal Laysa/ Particles that have the same function
               as Laysa
4)            Nidaa”/Evocation
5)            Al-mamnuu’ min As-sarf/ Words that cannot receive inflection
6)            Nawaasikh 5: Dhanna Wa Akhawaatuhaa/ The verb ‘Dhanna’
and
               its equivalents

COMPONENT TWO: ESSENTIALS; 
GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY (TERM 1 & 2) 
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In this component there will be a focus on guided reading and a basic
study of morphology structured around the aim of empowering students
to be able to use their dictionaries and other aids and, hence, decode
and comprehend texts with relative independence.

Further, key expressions that are frequently explored in the Quraan will
be covered and analyzed in order to improve student familiarity with
conventional Quranic discourse.

 
 

COMPONENT THREE: WORKING TOWARDS
INDEPENDENCE; GUIDING READING OF TEXTS,
BASIC MORPHOLOGY AND QURANIC
EXPRESSIONS (TERM 3 & 4) 
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